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brought to book. Mir Alam and one of his companions were sen-
tenced to three months' hard labour.
Rev. Poke? his wile and daughter attended on Gandhi as if he
belonged to their family. The Indians, from the humble hawker
basket in hand with duty clothes and dusty boots right up to the
richest merchant, were welcomed to Dokc's house when they called
on Gandhi. Only a year back Dokc had come to know Gandhi. They
soon became friends and Dokc openly helped the Indians and once
acted as the editor of Indian Opinion. He was the first to write a bio-
graphy of Gandhi in. 10)09,
~" After ten days' stay with Dokc, Gandhi feeling fairly well moved to
Mr. Polak's residence in the suburb. Here during the early days of his
convalescence, Gandhi developed the power which he afterwards
retained, of being able to fall asleep while at work just where he sat
and after a very few moments to awaken refreshed.
The Gandhi family living at Phoenix could not afford to visit
him in Johannesburg* Their monetary condition was rather unsatis-
factory and, therefore, on recovery Gandhi went to see them at
Phoenix, but he did not stay there long.
In the month of April, as soon as Gandhi recovered sufficiently, he
threw himself into public work. He was often on the move between
the Transvaal and Natal to seek the support and enlist the sym-
pathies of the Natal Indians- He took the first opportunity to visit
Durban and called a public meeting there. When the meeting was
over a Pathan rushed to the platform with a big stick. But Gandhi's
life was saved by the presojicc of mind of his colleagues.
Henceforward his co-workers prevailed on Gandhi to keep a body-
guard. One of the self-appointed guards was a trained boxer, Jack
Moodaley, a Natal-born Tamilian. He kept watch while Gandhi
slept in the open at the Phoenix Settlement.
From Phoenix he contributed a series of articles to Indian Opinion
and effectively won over a majority of the Indians to his point of view.
By May 9, the last day for voluntary registration, some 8,000 applica-
tions were received out of which 6,000 were approved and passed.
The Indians thus had fulfilled their part of the settlement. Pretoria
News praised the Indians for their readiness in carrying out the pledge.
Gandhi now called upon the Government to do their share and to
repeal the Asiatic Law Amendment Act and to legalize the registra-
tions in a manner acceptable to the Asiatics: